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Biden wins big in Fla. 


Former vice president delivers 
humiliating defeat to Sanders 


By ANTHONY MAN 


Joe Biden was looking for 
Florida voters to deliver 
him such a decisive victory 
on Tuesday that he be- 
comes unstoppable in his 
quest for the Democratic 


presidential nomination. 
They did just that. Bid- 
en’s victory was so large that 
news organizations de- 
clared him the winner the 
moment the polls closed in 
the Panhandle at 8 p.m. 
Sanders failed to do 


anything to slow, even 
slightly, Biden’s momen- 
tum. Instead, he suffered an 
expected, but humiliating, 
defeat. The Associated 
Press and CNN also proj- 
ected Biden as the winner in 
Illinois. 

With early votes, mail 
ballots and 98% of Florida’s 
election day precincts 
counted, Biden was leading 
with 61.7%, to 22.9% for 


LOCAL: Shortage of poll 
workers forces South 
Florida voters to scramble 
to alternative sites. 3B 


Bernie Sanders. Biden was 
doing even better in South 
Florida — 67.2% in Broward 
and 68.5% in Palm Beach 
County. He was leading in 
all the other 65 counties. 
Biden’s Florida victory 


was never in doubt. The 
only question was the size 
of the victory — and how 
many of the 219 Florida 
delegates would go to each 
candidate. 

Matthew Isbell, a Flor- 
ida-based Democratic strat- 
egist and data analyst 
summed up the results on 
Twitter: ‘Just a slaughter.” 


See BIDEN, 8A 
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Former Vice President Joe 
Biden easily wins in Florida. 
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Longtime customer Derek Edwards sits at the bar at the Southport Raw Bar in Fort Lauderdale on Tuesday, 
shortly after the mayor announced that all restaurants in the city would be closing for the next 30 days. Ed- 
wards said he was sitting at the bar when he saw the news conference on the television and alerted the staff. 


Restaurants, bars 
are forced to close 


By SKYLER SWISHER, 
PHILLIP VALYS 
AND BEN CRANDELL 


Florida ramped up its 
war on the new coronavirus 
Tuesday, putting the state 
on a surreal lockdown that 
will change daily life for at 
least the next month and 
jeopardize thousands of 
jobs. 

Bars and nightclubs are 
closed. Classrooms will be 
empty until at least April 15. 
Restaurants are now 


operating at 50% capacity 
with diners being seated at 
tables at least 6 feet apart - 
and that’s only in areas that 
are still allowing diners in- 
side. Beach gatherings are 
limited to fewer than 10 
people, and some stretches 
of sand are closed entirely. 
The enemy is COVID~19, 
which officials fear could 
overwhelm the health care 
system and force doctors to 
choose who will live and 


See BARS, 10A 


INSIDE: Beaches close, city postpones air show. 2A 


INSIDE: Trump moves to soften economic blow. 3A 


INSIDE: Nations are trying to slow virus spread. 4A 


INSIDE: Hospitals fear a shortage of ventilators. 12A 


INSIDE: Thousands exit ships at Port Everglades. 4A 


INSIDE: An expert answers your virus questions. 17A 


INSIDE: Cruise line strands elderly passengers. 17A 


LOCAL: Residents quarantine without test results. 1B 


LOCAL: Mayor who has virus posts videos online. 4B 


LOCAL: Schools to remain online until April 15. 1B 


Reports: 3 at 
senior living 
homes dead 


Virus fears mount 
for Florida’s large 
elderly population 


By RAFAEL OLMEDA, 
BROOKE BAITINGER, 
CINDY KRISCHER 
GOODMAN AND 
SUSANNAH BRYAN 


The news broke early 
Tuesday afternoon — two 
dead at a Fort Lauderdale 
assisted-living facility, one 
a confirmed victim of the 
coronavirus. The dire pre- 
dictions of what might 
happen are giving way to 
what is actually coming to 
pass. 

Fort Lauderdale Mayor 
Dean Trantalis announced 
the deaths of the two resi- 
dents of Atria Willow 
Wood on Tuesday after- 
noon. Later Tuesday, a 
third death at a different 
nursing home in the city 
was reported. Officials 
were still waiting for test 
results to determine 
whether coronavirus was 
the cause. As of Tuesday 
evening, the results were 
still pending. 

The three deaths sud- 
denly dramatized the vul- 
nerability of South Flori- 
da’s vast senior population 
to the swiftly spreading 
virus. It also gave new ur- 
gency to the need for more 
coronavirus testing, which 
the state is rushing to putin 
place. The state has pur- 
chased some 2,500 test kits 
and hopes to bring more 


testing capacity online 


on. 

Once considered only a 
risk to travelers, the co- 
ronavirus disease is now 
skipping from person to 
person through Broward 
County. The three new 
deaths nearly doubled the 
state’s total since the start 
of the crisis, a tally that now 
stands at seven people. One 
in four cases of coronavirus 
statewide have come in 
Broward County. 

At Atria Willow Wood, 
an 18-acre complex in the 
2800 block of West Com- 
mercial Boulevard, Rich- 
ard Curren, 77, and his wife 
moved in earlier this year. 
According to their son, 
they had nothing but pos- 
itive things to say about the 
place. 

On Friday, Curren fell ill 
and was taken by ambu- 
lance to Holy Cross Hospi- 
tal, where he died. His 
wife, Sheila, went to stay 
with their daughter, who 
also lives in South Florida. 

On Monday, doctors 
confirmed Curren had co- 
ronavirus, his son said. 
Sheila Curren is waiting for 
the results of her test. So 
are the five firefighter- 
paramedics who came into 
contact with him and were 
unaware of the exposure as 
they went about their busi- 
ness for the whole week- 
end. All five went into self- 
quarantine, said Fort Lau- 
derdale City Manager 


See SENIOR, 12A 


Pain, fear, but not much beer 


A restaurateur if he should be “Tt’s hard to have a party 
hands a bag of frozen open atallona when nobody wants to be 
chicken and meat toa : somber St. Pat- there,” manager Jay 
worker he just laid 1 rick’s Day. O’Hare says. 
off. A seafood whole- =a “r= “I wish there Scenes from the new 
saler fills out an ap- fas was some direc- normal in the Age of Co- 
plication for an emer- = A tive from Wash- ronavirus. 
gency small business di- ington ordering 
loan.Amomandher Michael Mayo everything shut,” . 
two daughters wear says Alan Craig, Pandemic 
masks as they wait in co-owner of the remedy: Vote 
line outside their Holly- Field Irish Pub & Eatery in 
wood charter school to pick Dania Beach. “We need 8:52 a.m. Voters were 
up printouts of coursework leadership. Thisallseems literally few and far be- 
to be done at home. so piecemeal and contra- tween at the Frost Park 

Voters stand six feet dictory.” clubhouse in Dania Beach 
apart in line at a near- On a typical St. Patrick’s | Tuesday. Three voters in 


line stood six feet apart. 
“Electoral distancing,” one 
man quipped. A poll 


empty Dania Beach 
polling precinct. A Publix 
worker wipes down 
shelves with disinfectant. 
And a pub owner wonders 


Day, scores would already 
be day drinking. But just 
before Il a.m. Tuesday, the 
Field still awaited its first 
customers. 
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See MAYO, 10A Ryan Johnson, left, reaches for a beer at The Field Irish Pub and Eatery in Dania Beach. 


China to expel US-based reporters 


The move is latest action in a series as the Trump adminis- 
tration takes an aggressive stance toward the nation. 3A 


Butterflies declining, Mexico reports 


The number of monarch butterflies that showed up at 
their winter resting grounds dropped about 53%. 6A 


AM mn. 


Two businesses were accused of funding a social media 


Feds drop Russian companies case | 
campaign to sway American public opinion in 2016. 6A 
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